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  Today’s Game Plan 

• NYS Priorities 

• Common Core:  Where are you now? 

• Priorities of Modules/Philosophy 

• Overview & Structure 

• The Shifts & the New Curriculum Modules 

• Exploring the Grade Level Modules 



 

  

                    and the Common Core 
www.engageny.org 

 • Common Core Standards:  Reading, 

Writing, Speaking, Listening & Language 

• Appendix A:  Research 

• Appendix B:  Suggested Texts 

• New NYS 3-8 ELA Assessments  

• New Curriculum Modules: 

• K-2:  Core Knowledge 

• 3-8:  Expeditionary Learning 

• 9-12:  Odell Education 

 

 

 

http://www.engageny.org/


Appendix A: 

Research Supporting 

Key Elements of the Standards 

Why Text Complexity Matters 
 

  Why focus on text complexity?   
  

  What is text complexity? 
 

  How do we help students understand   

     more complex texts? 

Increased Text Complexity 

http://engageny.org/resource/appendix-a-common-core-

standards-for-elaliteracy-supporting-research-and-glossary 
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• K - 12 textbooks have become easier since 

the 1960s. 

• Text demands of college and careers have 

remained consistent or increased. 

• Result?   
 

• Compounded by . . . Little time for students to 

interact with informational text on a deep 

level, not superficial skimming and scanning 
  

                                      CCSS. Appendix A  

“Just the facts, ma’am!” 



www.lexile.com 

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.gallopade.com/client/client_images/logos/Lexile.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.gallopade.com/&usg=__o2M7qyR4CHVnmElko5b9DMNS1w8=&h=367&w=360&sz=57&hl=en&start=2&zoom=1&tbnid=76ORbBVCXWQ36M:&tbnh=122&tbnw=120&ei=lVrlTui-Hurw0gHlwNTgBQ&prev=/search%3Fq%3Dlexile%26hl%3Den%26sa%3DG%26gbv%3D2%26tbm%3Disch&itbs=1


Text Complexity 

Levels of Meaning 

Structure 

Language Conventions 

Knowledge Demands 

CCSS, Appendix A 
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Recommended Distribution of Literary   

& Informational Text by Grade  
2011 NAEP (National Assessment of Educational Progress) reading framework 

Grade Literary Informational 

4 50% 50% 

8 45% 55% 

12 30% 70% 
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6 Shifts in ELA/Literacy . . . . 

                             Where Are We Now? 
Shift 1  Balancing  

Informational  

& Literary  

Texts  

Students read a true balance of informational and literary texts. Elementary school classrooms are, 

therefore, places where students access the world – science, social studies, the arts and literature – 

through text. At least 50% of what students read is informational.  

Shift 2  6-12,  

Knowledge  

in the  

Disciplines  

Content area teachers outside of the ELA classroom emphasize literacy experiences in their planning 

and instruction. Students learn through domain-specific texts in science and social studies classrooms – 

rather than referring to the text, they are expected to learn from what they read.  

Shift 3  Staircase of  

Complexity  

In order to prepare students for the complexity of college and career ready texts, each grade level 

requires a “step” of growth on the “staircase”. Students read the central, grade appropriate text around 

which instruction is centered. Teachers are patient, create more time and space in the curriculum for this 

close and careful reading, and provide appropriate and necessary scaffolding and supports so that it is 

possible for students reading below grade level.  

Shift 4  Text-based  

Answers  

Students have rich and rigorous conversations which are dependent on a common text. Teachers insist 

that classroom experiences stay deeply connected to the text on the page and that students develop 

habits for making evidentiary arguments both in conversation, as well as in writing to assess 

comprehension of a text.  

Shift 5  Writing from  

Sources  

Writing needs to emphasize use of evidence to inform or make an argument rather than the personal 

narrative and other forms of decontextualized prompts. While the narrative still has an important role, 

students develop skills through written arguments that respond to the ideas, events, facts, and 

arguments presented in the texts they read.  

Shift 6  Academic  

Vocabulary  

Students constantly build the vocabulary they need to access grade level complex texts. By focusing 

strategically on comprehension of pivotal and commonly found words (such as “discourse,” “generation,” 

“theory,” and “principled”) and less on esoteric literary terms (such as “onomatopoeia” or “homonym”), 

teachers constantly build students’ ability to access more complex texts across the content  



The Road to Common Core 

• What shifts have you tried? 
 

• Where have you seen 

success? 
 

• What are the challenges? 



• Making the Text Accessible to All Students 
 

• Promoting Deep Understanding of Text by 

– Encouraging Evidence-Based Discussions 

– Providing Opportunities for Authentic Writing  

– Developing Vocabulary  
 

• Increasing Stamina & Perseverance 



          “Release, Catch, Release” 

Release:  Have students read independently or 
read aloud as students follow the text—1st for a 
general overview.  Ask literal questions, 5 Ws, 
“get the gist,” non-threatening, making the text 
accessible for ALL! 

 

Catch:   Focus on specific words and sentences, 
model areas of difficulty, open-ended questions  
 

Release:  Re-read for deeper meaning and 
reinforcement.  Design questions/activities that 
cause student to go back to the text to re-read 
and discuss with peers, laying groundwork for 
writing from sources 



Listening vs. Reading Comprehension 
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T. G. Sticht, 1974, 1984 



 “Modeling as Mop-Up” 

• Resist front-loading 

• Resist pre-teaching 

• Resist summarizing for students 
 

Do:  Focus on areas where students 

are confused and need assistance in 

making meaning but only after they 

have had the opportunity to tackle 

the text! 

 



The Protocols 

• www.engageny.org 

 

• http://www.engageny.org/resource/networ

k-team-institute-materials-november-26-

29-2012 

 

http://www.engageny.org/
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Priorities 

 Common Core   Standards 

Cognitive  

Engagement 

Constructivist 

Learning 

21st Century 

Skills 



http://engageny.org/english-language-arts 

 

http://engageny.org/english-language-arts
http://engageny.org/english-language-arts
http://engageny.org/english-language-arts
http://engageny.org/english-language-arts
http://engageny.org/english-language-arts


            Time to Move –  

                    Grade Level Groups!  

• Stand & Stretch 

   

• Follow Your Grade:  6 – 7 – 8!  

 

• Meet Your New Group! 



Curriculum Map 

• Read:  “Get the Gist” 
 

• Noticings? 
 

• Organization, Structure, Activities? 



Grade 3 - 5 Noticings: 

 • Only 2 completed  

• Connections to SS and science 

• 3rd understanding world cultures, coming back to this, 

their experiences 

• Social issues, gives them an opportunity to become 

impassioned, think/care about the world around them 

• Mostly non-fiction; taking a side;  

• Evidence, evidence, evidence 

• Opportunity to choose, close reading 

• Overriding theme, different perspectives 

• Refers specifically to the shifts 

 



(4 Modules/Year) 

www.engageny.org 

 

http://www.engageny.org/


Explore Module 1 

• Grade 6 – Myths:  Not Just Long Ago 
 

• Grade 7 – Journeys 
 

• Grade 8 – Finding Home:  Refugees 

 



Explore Module 1 

Module 1 Overview, Assessments 

& Performance Tasks 
 

• Module 1, Unit 1 
 

–Unit 1 Overview 

–Unit 1 Recommended Texts 

–Unit 1 Lesson Plans 

 



Explore MODULE 1: OVERVIEW          

 ~ All Read:  Overview p. 1 & 2 ~ 

     - ELA Outcomes 

     - Calendared Curriculum Map 

     - Assessments  

     - Performance Tasks 

 Individually read the assigned text 

Note 3 - 5 Key Points 

Share the Key Points with your group 

Discuss the important concepts & ideas. 



             Share Your Insights! 

• Overview:   

 

• Assessments:  

 

• Performance Tasks:   

 

 

• Report Out by Grade Level 



Learning Targets 

“I Can” Statements 



Explore Module 1 

Module 1 Overview, Assessments 

& Performance Tasks 
 

• Module 1, Unit 1 
 

–Unit 1 Table of Contents 

–Unit 1 Recommended Texts 

–Unit 1 Overview 

–Unit 1 Lesson Plans 

 

Next 



Explore Module 1 

Module 1 Overview, Assessments 

& Performance Tasks 
 

Module 1, Unit 1 
 

–Unit 1 Overview 

–Unit 1 Rec Texts 

–Unit 1 Lesson Plans 

 

Finally! 



  Grade 6-8 Curriculum Modules:  CONNECTIONS 

I Do This! Change Implications for Practice 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 Lesson 1  

Structure? 
 

Features? 
 

Materials? 



Lesson Plans - Jigsaw Activity  



Be the Expert! 

Step 1 -  Individually 
• Read your assigned lessons to “get the gist.” 

• Note 3 - 5 key ideas for your lesson to share with 
the group. 

Step 2 - Within Your Group 
• Around the Table:  Each person shares the key 

ideas, providing text-based evidence. 
     

• Discuss the key ideas in the lessons, noting 
similarities and differences.  

  

• Prioritize—agree upon 5 ideas to share with the 
other tables. 



Where Do I Find It??? 
www.engageny.org 

• Scroll down to ELA Curriculum 

• Left sidebar for each grade level 

 

http://www.engageny.org/


“Reading” the Zip Files 
          www.engageny.org 

 

6M1.1L1 
Grade Module  Unit  Lesson 

http://www.engageny.org/


Videos 

• Close Reading Strategies with 

Informational Text:  
http://engageny.org/resource/close-reading-strategies-with-

informational-text-by-expeditionary-learning 
 

 

• A Protocol for Citing Evidence from 

Informational Text:  http://engageny.org/resource/a-

protocol-for-citing-evidence-from-informational-text-from-

expeditionary-learning 
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  Resources 

• Engage NY:  http://engageny.org 

 

• Common Core ELA/Literacy Standards (NYS version): 

 http://www.p12.nysed.gov/ciai/common_core_standards/pd

fdocs/nysp12cclsela.pdf  
 

• PARCC:  http://www.parcconline.org 

        (Partnership for  Assessment of Readiness for College & Careers) 

  

• PTA:  www.pta.org/parents/content.cfm?ItemNumber=2583 

 

 

http://engageny.org/
http://www.p12.nysed.gov/ciai/common_core_standards/pdfdocs/nysp12cclsela.pdf
http://www.p12.nysed.gov/ciai/common_core_standards/pdfdocs/nysp12cclsela.pdf
http://www.parcconline.org/
http://www.pta.org/parents/content.cfm?ItemNumber=2583


Priorities 

 Common Core   Standards 

Cognitive  

Engagement 

Constructivist 

Learning 

21st Century 

Skills 



        Take-Aways . . . 

One activity or process that I can implement 

immediately with students to support their 

learning: 



Thank YOU!!! 
Any further questions, please feel free to call or email me! 

 

Pat Krizan 

pkrizan@rboces.org 

845-627-4726 

 

mailto:pkrizan@rboces.org

